
 

 

From: <gmhenley@yahoo.com> 
To: Alan Andrews "alana@cityofws.org>  
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2013 5:39 AM 
Subject: Re: Campaigning at Bowman Gray 
 
Hello Mr. Andrews,  

Your note finds me quite well, thank you. I hope you had a good weekend.  

I must say that, my campaign has no intention of canvassing at the stadium. We prefer and want the 

spectators to enjoy the show without distractions. So when you say “please refrain from any of the 

identified activities during racing events,” I must inform you with out hesitation that, “such activities” in 

forbidden areas was never commenced by my campaign.  

Please allow me to make you fully aware of the nature of campaigns. There are many other individuals who 

may be out there, where ever and when ever passing out my literature with out my approval or without my 
knowledge, this is a competitive election. I am personally ok with anyone passing out my literature, as 

every effort helps. However, your claimed position of the Winston-Salem Speedway, Inc, identifies a 

problem that I can not help you with. Therefore, if you want to be the most effective, you may want to 

contact the triad and local news medias to further address your concerns. The burden of initiating this 

request will fall on the City of Winston-Salem and not my campaign.  

As this is a campaign season, my campaign information is being handled by thousands of individuals who 

are not a part of my official campaign committee. Thus, I can account for the activities of my campaign, 

but not for the activities of the public who wish to advance my candidacy for Mayor. Furthermore, as you 

may or should know, I can not control any actions initiated by the public. I bid you good luck with this and 

I trust that this request was sent to other candidates as well? I truly do not want to feel that I am getting 

treated special.  
As you have stated that, during their period of rental, “the tenants have full control of the entire premises 

and grounds,” why are you representing the tenant and asking me, to refrain from something on behalf of 

this tenant? If the tenants have exclusive rights to the stadium, they should be addressing me and not you, 

as you are a representative of the City of Winston-Salem. Surely you and your staff have more to do than 

create conflicts of interest by monitoring my campaign and representing clients relating to this seasons 

political activities. As an attorney, you come up short in this area, as I will caution you that this unfounded 

request comes to me as though you have violated the city of Winston-Salem’s employee's policy pertaining 

to participating in political activities.  

Finally, since you put this matter on my mind, I am curious and would like to see the details, specifically in 

writing, and by photograph/blue print of the stadium’s “entire premises and grounds” in which the city 

currently owns and leases. Also, please show me in writing where either of the two tenants have expressed 

“in writing” prior to the date of this email, that such campaigning activities should not occur during their 
rental periods. Please forward your request to the public and all other candidates. Also, please identify what 

“Traditional First Amendment Public Forum Rules” you are referencing in your email, I would like to 

review the guidance that you are referencing.  

Thank you for your concerns, but know that you have entered forbidden ground as stated in the city of 

Winston-Salem’s ethics and personnel policy guidance. Please RSVP.  

 
From: Alan Andrews <alana@cityofws.org> 
To: "gmhenley@yahoo.com" <gmhenley@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2013 2:36 PM 
Subject: Campaigning at Bowman Gray 
 
Ms. Henley:  

I hope my note finds you well.  

I wanted to briefly address a minor matter with you regarding campaigning at Bowman Gray Stadium. The 

City currently owns the stadium property and grounds. However, the City has two long-term tenants for 

that facility: Winston-Salem State University and Winston-Salem Speedway, Inc. d/b/a/ Bowman Gray 

Racing. During times when these facilities are being used by either of these tenants, the tenants have full 

control of the entire premises and grounds. At these times the faculties are not public forums and are not 
accessible as public facilities. Fees and be charge for admission and individual’s permission to enter and 
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remain and the authorized to remove belong exclusively to the tenants. Traditional First Amendment public 

forum rules do not apply to publicly-owned but rented facilities during the period of their rental.  

Therefore, candidates for public office or others desiring to hand out any literature, campaign-related or 

not, or engage in campaigning during scheduled events, may not do so at the Bowman Gray complex 

without the express permission of one of the two tenants. Since Winston-Salem Speedway, Inc. has asked 

that such activities not occur, please refrain from any of the identified activities during racing events.  
If you have any questions, please do hesitate to contact me.  

Thank you,  

Al Andrews  
Deputy City Attorney  

P.O. Box 2511  

Winston-Salem, NC 27102-2511  

(336) 747-7401 (w)  

(336) 971-5502 (c)  

Partnering to Provide Creative Legal Solutions  
City of Winston-Salem  
ONE TEAM  
Committed to Excellence  
 
All e-mails including attachments sent to and from this address are subject to being released to the media 
and the public in accordance with the North Carolina Public Records Law.  
 

 


